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Fredericton police set to outﬁt
ofﬁcers
with
body
cameras
City buys 6 body cameras and new recording gear for interview suites at police headquarters
The Fredericton
Police Force experimented with body
cameras last spring
for a 90-day pilot
project. At Monday
night's city council
meeting, councillors
approved the cameras
for the police force.
(CBC)
Fredericton police
ofﬁcers are getting
body cameras — only
this time it's a more
permanent piece of
equipment.
At a Monday night
meeting, city councillors approved a
$115,000 agreement
with Axon Public
Safety Canada Inc., for
six body cameras and
new digital audiovisual recording
equipment to upgrade
interview rooms at
police headquarters.
This is the same
company the police
force worked along-

side during last year's
90-day pilot project
with body cameras.
Leanne Fitch, the
Fredericton police
chief, said the cameras
will help protect
ofﬁcers, particularly
those at trafﬁc stops.
"They have the most
frequent contacts with
the public and we ﬁnd
that there are often
times, complaints
from those trafﬁc
stops," she said.
"People aren't happy
with getting a ticket.
Fitch couldn't say for

certain whether any
data from the pilot
project was used in
court. But the new
equipment will help
with investigations
and gathering
evidence in the future.
Once the pilot project
was completed, the
police force did a
public survey and
received several
responses in support
of ofﬁcers wearing the
cameras.
Ofﬁcers will start
using the new
equipment as soon as
the force receives the

gear and staff
members are
trained.
The contract with
Axon will last until
2023 with the
option to extend
for another term.
Ofﬁcers will also
give disclaimers to
alert people they're
being ﬁlmed, she
said.”
Interview suites
upgraded
The new digital
management system,
which the city
purchased, also
includes new technology for interview
suites at headquarters.
Both the body cameras and new recording equipment in the
interview suites will
be connected to a
cloud system for
storage.
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International coming
up with new shape and
vision, is highly
acclamined by different sects of the society
and all over the world.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y Dr. Tapan Chakraborty
reputed Criminologist
of Canada, Mr. John
Winterdyke has contributed an article in
this issue on acute gateway role of police
in the criminal justice system. News
from different spheres of police activities
will surely enhance the knowledge of
latest scientific development in police
modernisation.
Foundation for Police Research (FPR)
feels that propensity of criminals and
terrorism to cross national borders-to
engage in "transnational crime"- is
certainly not a new phenomenon; it is
probably as old as the borders themselves. Borders were established to
delineate the jurisdiction claimed by each
state, and crossing national borders has
often provided criminals with a way to
mitigate or avoid the consequences of
illegal acts. Yet in spite of a long, eventful
history, there is strong evidence that
transnational crime and terrorist activities have become more prevalent and
s e r i o u s t o d ay t h a n e ve r b e fo r e.
Foundation for Police Research (FPR) is
going to organise next gala event of
Police Expo and Conference in the month
of May, 2018 at Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi. Theme of the conference is the
Future Challenge in Combating
Transnational Terrorism and Crime.
“Our courage and success is our reader and wellwisher”

S
D
EXPO
F
Fire + Safety + Disaster
WWW.FSDEXPO.IN

HALLL NO
7A, 7B, 7C

10-11, MAY 2018, NEW DELHI-INDIA
Conference Partner

Gold Partner

Branding Partner

HALL NO. 7A,7B,7C
10-11, May 2018,
New Delhi-INDIA

2

COPS TODAY INTERNATIONAL

JANUARY

Digital number plates that let police track your location
and automatically ﬁne you for trafﬁc violations could soon be launched in Dubai
Dubai's authorities are
planning to introduce a
digital number plate
capable of tracking
drivers locations and
informing the police of
bad driving.
The new plates will be
synced up to a user's
account so that parking
fees, road ﬁnes or licence
plate renewals would be
remotely taken from
drivers by cops.
The city's police claim
the technology will be
used mainly to help
emergency services
locate accidents.
It is claimed they could
also change to display a
special alert or some
other form of warning if

The new plates will let police ﬁne drivers for illegal parking and speeding
Dubai's authorities said the plates would eventually make drivers' lives easier
The plates are being trialled this year with a view to phasing them in after 2019

they're stolen.
Police will be able to
track people's cars by
GPS and ﬁne them for
trafﬁc offences remotely
The city authorities say
the move will make life
easier for drivers despite
the privacy issues
But concerns are
growing that the plates
will cause privacy issues
as they could be used to

catch speeding drivers.
Sultan Abdullah alMarzouqi, the head of
the Vehicle Licensing
Department at Dubai's
Roads and Transport
Authority (RTA)
dispelled the rumours,
claiming the introduction of the plates will
make life 'easier for
drivers'.
'The digital plate, called
Tag to Connect, is a

smart screen that will
replace the current
metal plate,' Sultan
Abdullah Al Marzouqi
told Khaleej Times.
'With the digital plate
installed in your car, you
need not come to any
RTA service centre
every year in order to
renew your vehicle plate
- your car registration
will be automatically
renewed after passing
the vehicle test.’
'The digital plate will
also allow vehicles to
connect with each other.
That's why it's "Tag to
Connect" - meaning,

motorists can exchange
information on trafﬁc
condition or if there is an
accident on the road.
'All this information will
be connected to the
central command
system of the RTA.'
Upon their release, the
plates will use cutting
edge GPS transmitters
mounted on the car to
communicate information back to the police.
It's not clear how much
the plates will cost, but
according to Sultan
Abdullah, they are
currently being tested.

FAHLBERG: UPD must end social media surveillance

The University Police’s recent adoption of the social media monitoring software Social
Sentinel raises concerns about over-extensive government surveillance on Grounds.
The University Police
Department recently
announced that it will
spend $18,500 a year on
a new social media
monitoring software
(SMMS) called Social
Sentinel which will scan
public social media
posts worldwide. The
University adopted this
surveillance technology
in response to the “Unite
the Right” rally that
o c c u r r e d
i n
Charlottesville this past
August, hoping that it
would better equip
police with the ability to
respond to similar
threats in the future.
Social Sentinel’s
surveillance technology
searches for keywords
such as “bomb,” “shot”
or “kill” — along with a
plethora of other words
in its “library of harm”
— in social media posts

and sends them directly
to University Police for
further investigation.
While the University’s
eagerness to promote
student safety is
commendable, the
means through which it
attempts to do so are
concerning. Not only is
this technology inefﬁcient and often inaccurate, it also has the
potential to unnecessarily proﬁle ordinary

citizens, target
marginalized groups
and waste money that
could otherwise be
allocated toward
programs that actually
affect student safety.
A signiﬁcant portion of
police departments in
the United States have
adopted SMMS technologies to improve their
data collection capabilities. Despite their
widespread use, these

artiﬁcial intelligence
screening technologies
are far from perfect.
SMMS algorithms
struggle to make
accurate judgments
about the connotations
associated with different
types of language,
causing them to interpret hyperbolic or
sarcastic social media
posts as legitimate
threats. This technology
can also fail to account
for homonyms or
idiomatic expressions,
agging harmless
phrases referring to
“good shots” in a sports
game. But even in the
case that a social media
post is determined to be
a legitimate threat, it is
unclear how police can
and should respond.
Chad Marlow, from the
American Civil Liberties

Union, recently
remarked, “It is very
important to draw the
line between punishing
an action that occurs on
social media vs.
thoughts that are
expressed on social
media. Once you start
policing and punishing
thoughts, you are in
very, very dangerous
territory.” Considering
most speech is constitutionally protected, it
remains unclear how the
University plans to
preemptively respond
to any social media
threats when no crime
has actually been
committed.
With the rise of social
media, constitutional
concerns regarding
Internet privacy have
become more complicated than ever before.
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Police department ﬁrst in county to acquire ‘Drone Killer’
The Drone Killer, priced at about $30,000, was donated to the Oceanside police station by lXl Technology.
Oceanside police
recently became the
ﬁrst law enforcement
agency in San Diego
County to acquire a
counter-drone, called
the “Drone Killer,” to
address recreational
drones that may pose a
safety threat and
interfere with publicsafety operations.
Police ofﬁcials
provided a brief
demonstration to the
public during a March
28 City Council
meeting in Oceanside.
The device, which is
shaped like a submachine gun, is approximately two-feet long
and weighs roughly
seven and a half
pounds.
The Drone Killer emits
a radio frequency
command that disrupts
and takes control of the
drone, breaking the
link of command
between the controller
and the drone before
redirecting the drone to
its owner.
During the demonstration, police Chief Frank
McCoy said a drone
had come into the air
space where city ﬁre
crews were extinguishing a blaze last year.
The drone forced air
operations to stop due
to damage or a crash
the drone could cause if
it came in contact with
aircraft.
A Drone Killer offers a
solution.
“It is a very useful tool
for us,” McCoy said.

The Drone Killer,
priced at about $30,000,
was donated to the
police station by lXl
Technology, which
manufactures the
device. Currently, the
F e d e r a l
Communications
Commission has
restricted sale of the
defense tool to only
U.S. military, government and federal
agency personnel,
although ﬁrst responders have had access to
counter-drones in the
line of duty.
The 1934 National
Firearms Act restricting the sale of counterdrones to federal
agencies is being
reconsidered, largely
due to the growing
popularity of drones,
according to Andy
M o r a b e , l X l
Technology director of
business development.
But due to the sheer
number of possible

threats, the FCC is
taking another look at
regulations that limit
counter-drone sales,
Morabe said.
Oceanside police said
they plan to use the
Drone Killer to redirect
hobby drones during
ﬁre-ﬁghting operations
or major catastrophic
events.
“The department will
utilize the Drone Killer
when a drone is being
deployed by a citizen
that is causing a public
safety risk,” McCoy
said. “It will be available anytime that a
supervisor feels it is
needed and approves
its use.”
Other agencies that
have a need for a Drone
Killer are prisons and
border control.
Prison and Border
Patrol ofﬁcers see a
high amount of
contraband being

transported on drones.
Morabe said it is
routine for prisons to
do a daily sweep of
drone-delivered cell
phones and drugs.
“It’s an everyday
occurrence in prisons,”
Morabe said.
Morabe added Border
Patrol agents can only
watch as drones
carrying drug deliveries y overhead. The
rough terrain makes it
extremely difﬁcult to
follow the drones’
hummingbird-like
ight pattern, making
it nearly impossible to
shoot them from the
sky.
Each counter-drone
has a range of nearly a
half mile and is
equipped with a radio
frequency that does not
interfere with cell
phones, radios,
satellites or other
communications.
The technology comes

from the development
and sales of Drone
Killers to the U.S.
military to combat
drones delivering
bombs, grenades and
improvised explosive
devices in war.
“The need arose in the
war zone of Iraq and
Afghanistan,” Morabe
said.
Morabe said the threat
of drones carrying
explosives or chemical
agents has the potential
to impact civilian life
when drones enter
areas where crowds
gather.
Morabe said he expects
Homeland Security,
customs, Border Patrol
and ICE to have Drone
Killers as standard
equipment by the end
of the year, and police,
ﬁreﬁghters and prisons
to have the OK to
purchase them by the
following year.
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NSW Police land new chopper and planes
A helicopter with "auto hover" technology and two light aircraft have been added
to the NSW Police fleet in a $33 million boost to the state's aviation branch.
Criminals and potential terrorists in NSW
will ﬁnd it harder to
hide from the police
with the force launching three new state-ofthe-art aircraft including a $16 million
helicopter with "auto
hover" technology.
The Bell helicopter PolAir 2 - and two
Cessna planes - PolAir
6 and 8 - were commissioned into service on
Tuesday at Bankstown
Airport by NSW
Governor David
Hurley.
The new helicopter will
replace the existing
PolAir 2 while one of
the planes will replace
PolAir 6 meaning NSW
Police will now have a
eet of ﬁve helicopters
and three light aircraft.
With the additional
Cessna, PolAir 8, NSW

now has the biggest
aviation branch in the
country.
Commissioner Mick
Fuller says the new
aircraft will help the
force target, respond to,
prevent and disrupt
crime.
"They have thermo
cameras and they have
cameras that can zoom
in from a kilometre
away," Mr Fuller told

AAP on Tuesday.
"We can track missing
people and we can
track offenders now
better than we ever
have."
The new twin-engine
Bell helicopter cost
about $16 million.
It has advanced "auto
hover" autopilot
technology which will
be used during winch

rescues - particularly
near cliffs or over
water.
The helicopter has a
cruise speed of more
than 220km/h and
features digital touchscreen navigation
which will provide
increased efﬁciency
when ying direct
routes.
The two new turboprop
Cessna planes cost

about $3.5 million each
and have a cruise speed
of more than 340km/h
and a range of over
1400 kilometres.
"The three new aircraft
represent a $33.4
million investment by
this government into
our airborne police
resources and equipment," Police Minister
Troy Grant said in a
statement.
“They will be used to
conduct searches for
missing persons and
offenders, transport
specialist personnel
and cargo, and undertake surveillance,
major crime and
counter-terrorism
operations."
The $33 million funding boost will cover
maintenance, training
and transport costs.
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